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Labor Department Reports
Spirit of Cooperation Despite

Reduction in Wages.

INDUSTRY SOON TO BOOM

Number of Idle Men Through
Strikes Smallest Since the

Armistice.

Special Pcfpatch to The New York Herald.
New York BurMn, )
Waihlngtnn, O. C.. .Ian. 5. [

A frion.lK- miirit of OOOI.ITfl fIon nOW

marks relations between workers and
employees throughout the United States

despite the necessity of a policy of generalwage reductions. Labor Department
records show to-day. Strikes and lockoutsseem to have been almost completelyabandoned, according to departmentofficials.

Settlement of industrial disputes is
more quickly and promptly adjusted
than at any time within the past two

year", according to Director Kerwln
th<=» Bureau of Mediation and Conciliationof the Labor Department.
"Ecth workers and employers now

seem willing to mediate and to keep the
factories running while adjustments
are being effected," said Kerwln. "Upwardof sixty cases of differences bertween employers and employees now

are before this bureau for mediation
nd settlement. But few of them Involvestrikes. In practically h 11 cases

the men remained at work while differenceswere being discussed, or at least
returned to work as soon as they felt
sure they would receive a square ileal."
Labor Department officials to-day estimatedthe number of men now idle

through strikes as smaller than at any
t'me since the armistice. A few months
ego it was possible to count 100,000 men
on uriKt- 11 ummsi ;iny nine.

Government officials generallly bplie,c a new era in Industrial relations is
developing despite reports of a coming
rationwide battle between capital and
organized labor over the open shop question.Spring will find factory wheels
humming in every section of the United
States, it Is predicted. This is expected
to increase production and decrease
l-rlces and living costs in genera!.

Officials at the American Federation
r.t Labor deny, however, that any organltedworkers are voluntarily accepting
wage reductions. On the other hand. Informationis in the possession of a high
o'ficial of one Government department
that organisers are passing the word
along to the rank end file not to engage
in drastic action at tins time despite
wage cuts. According to this official the
organizers arc discouraging the men

from calling strikes or pressing demands
for changes 1" working conditions.
Workers throughout the country now

are receiving fee higher scales than ever

before, even when the wage reductions
are taken inio account, according to re-

ports here. Wage reductions so far

agreed to by workers average below 20
per cent., according to Information receivedhere.

BALTIMORE FOOD PRICES
LOWER; CLOTHING ALSO

BpreiaX Despite* to Tim Now York Hsrami.
Baltimore, Jan. 5..Meat and vegetableprices In Baltimore are very much

lower to-day, but breadstuffs and milk
continue at ratis above normal. A few
bakers have reduced the price of bread
and others promise to follow suit when
they have used up the flour they purchasedmonths ago.

Clothing, hats and shoes are much
cheaper, but complaint Is made that the
material used does not measure up to
the standard of those manufactured beforethe war. This applies particularly
to men's wear.
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they will be in the spring. MoAt of the
local merchants nre now floating Uquljdatlon sales in order to make room for
their spring stock and are making real
sacrifice sales. Reductions of 30 per
cent, since last fall put clothing as far
down In price as It Is expected to go.

ONE-FOURTH NIPPED OFF
FOOD IN PHILADELPHIA

-'pedal Despatch to The New York Herald.

Philadelphia, Jan. 5..The dollar Is

coming back to Its own In Philadelphia.
In fact. It has almost reached the stage
wherein It is able to assert Itself.

Renta's of houses and apartments are

still exorbitant, and along with purchase
prices are apparently going higher,
rentals probably because of the exorblitant tax Increases of the last two years
and the continued housing shortage.

Pood, with the exception of a few stajpies such as butter and eggs, Is now
within the reach of the average mouth.
Although it fs dlflleult to conceive of an

average drop in food prices, a fair avcr|age would be about 25 per cent. The
average reduction in the prices of cloth|trig in the last few months is approximately30 per cent., with shoes about 20
per cent, lower.

SPRINGFIELD COMBINE
KEEPS VP THE RENT j

I' Special Despatch to The Nmv York Herald,
si'rin ofiei.d, Mass., Jan. 5..Spring-

Bain days since the first of the year and
for the first time Blnce the war. The
price reductions ure getting away from
th" luxuries and Into the necessaries.
The greatest drop In prices Is in the
clothing field, Springfield merchants
having slashed prices from 25 to 50 per
cent, since Christmas. Drops In food
,-irices are limited, eggs having declined
fifteen cents, butter ten cents r.nd meats
from five to ten cents.
A combination of real estate owners,

the result of a fight against the tenants
during the last two years, is keeping
the rents in Springfield at the peak
figure.

ST. LOUIS BUYERS STILL
SHY, WITH CUTS FEW

! Special Despatch to Tint New York HmALD.
St. Lot'is, Jan. 5..There Is little in!flication of any but a minor decrease

in the cost of food, rents, clothing,
1 shoes. &c., in St. Louis. Sale values of
small houses and flat buildings are said
to have decreased 25 per cent, in the
last three months, due to the hesitancy
of employees to invest their surplus
money In homes when prospects of continuedemployment at good wages are
uncertain.

Retail merchants are advertising huge
reductions, which do not seem to convincebuyers that they are all the advertisementsclaim. Ruyers are critical
and arc making much closer examinationsand comparisons than In the part,
and aro taking nothing for granted. Unemploymentla not general In St. Louis,
although several thousand persons are
out of work. People have money and
need goods, but refuse to buy at currentprices and are awaiting the drop,
which they feel must come.

Investigation reveals that many articlesmarked "reduced from $15 to
$12.75," such as shoes, were sold at the
alleged reduced price "$12.75" in 1919120. Comparison of ready-to-wear clothiing prices with prices asked by merchanttailors for suits to order reveals
a distinct advantage In favor of the
small merchant tailor and against the
big clothing dealer. The buyers seetn
to feel that many articles were llrst
marked up in order that they might be
marked down. Authorities agree that
there is a good market In view at buyers'prices, that people are short of
goods and have money, but will not buy
until reductions become actual Instead
of figurative.
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RENTS HAVE STARTED
DOWN IN CLEVELAND

Special Despatch to The New Yobk Hmau>.
Cleveland, Jan. 5..Retail price# of

commodities dropped 3 per cent, in
Cleveland during the last two months
of 1920, Federul estimates have shown.

In the seme period rents have dropped
perhaps 5 per cent., estimated on a

basis of amount und prices listed of
dwellings advertised In the Cleveland
daily newspaper* According to tne
heads of several Cleveland banks, this
decline is due to continue here Indefinitely.
What has precipitated the drop, accordingto the bankers, is the mass resolutionof Cleveland consumers not to purchaseanything but the most vital necessitiesof life at prices prevailing during

the late summer and fall. Here are

some examples of this drop:
^uus or mens doming aavernsru m

August for $55 and $60 are now being
sold for $20, $25 and $28.

Rents of four and five room unfurnishedapartments which in August were

$60 to $75 are now $45 and $50.
Bread has dropped three cents per

pound loaf since October.
Milk has dropped one cent per pint

since September.
The increase in the number of dwellingsfor rent since August, according to

the newspaper advertising, is between
45 and 60 per cent.

RENTS STILL HIGH, BUT
FOOD DOWN IN BOSTON

Special riespatch to Tub New Yoek IIeiuld.
Boston, Jan. 6..The general situation

a: regards the cost of food and clothing
affords encouragement, but when it
comes to the question of rents the outlookis as black as ever. It is true that
In a number of eases grasping landlords
nave been forced by State and city commissionsto forego a part of their demandsfor increased rents, but nothing
like lower rents has made Its appeurance,nor Is there tho slightest indicationthat it will. The general scarcity
of housing accommodations, resulting
irom the prolonged standstill in building
operations, precludes any reduction In
rental charges.

In food? tuffs, however, there hove been
a number of price cuts, with every indicationpointing- to Bt'.l) lower levels.
Quotations are still above the pre-war
basis, but as the demand is considerably
less, owing to the steadily Increasing
number of unemployed, and the demand
is no longer for the best in the market, it
is believed pre-war prices will soon prevail.

In shoes and clothing sharp price cuts
have failed to stimulate demand. The
public refuses to buy save for actual
needs, nad clings to the belief that even
with the cuts prices are still unwarrantedlyhigh. Quotations on these
goods are still well above those before
the war.

INDIANAPOLIS FOOD
PRICES GOING DOWN

Hpi cial Despatch to Tub New York Hjhuli>.
Indianapolis, Jan. 5..Prices of meat

and other foodstuffs are continuing to
decline, said Dwlght S. Hitter, City PurchasingAgent, to-day. Price quotations
for articles bought by the city for January.mostly at wholesal", show decreases
from the December prices In ail except
one case. Fresh beef is quoted at 16
cents a pound where a month ago it was
13*4 cents a pound.
The price comparisons are shown as

foliowp Spareribs. December 19Vj
cents a pound, now Id cents; link sausagewas 20 cents a pound, now 18
corns; oacon was ai cenis, now

cents; coffee was 18 cents, now 16
cents carrots formerly $1 a barrel, now
$3.25 ; sugar was cents a pound, now
814 cents; soda crackers formerly 15.3
cents, now 13.fi cents, and graham
crackers formerly 18.7 cents, now 17
cents. Prices on orangey lemons and
bananas have dropped.
There has been a wild scramble on

the part of Indianapolis merchants to
"unload their winter stock of clothing."
Practically all clothes are being sold at
great reduction. Rents are still high,
with little change.

KP18COPAi-«REEK MERGER.

Philadelphia., Jan. 5..Hishop hidward
M. Parker of New Hampshire to-day
urged a merger of the Protestant Episcopaland Greek Orthodox fa'ths In an addressat a Russian church here.
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RENTS IN PITTSBURG
LIKELY TO STAY HIGH

Special Despatch to The New Yuhk I1bai.ii.
I'ittsbuku, Jan. 6..There ia little likelihoodof rents being reduced In this city

during the coming year. Scarcity of
houses for rent la the principal Reason.
Tuxes will be higher this year than ever
before. Because of the high cost of
building materials and of labor few
houses have been erected during the last
twelve months. While building mute-
rials are said to have lowered in cost, it
h»s had little effect on the building
situation.

Foodstuffs and other commodities
have dropped In price, varying front 10
to SO per cent. Men's clothing probably
has taken the sharpest tumble. Good
business suits that were retailing at $50
can be secured here to-day at 130. Tailorsarc In a stampede to work off their
ntrplus woollens. With few exceptions
th<- big downtown tailoring hou9o<j are

offering their best cloths made into suit-

inp-s at prices ranging from $28 to $55.
Meats nnd ve*etabl<>s have dropped

gradually for weeks. Pork loins are re-

tai'ing as low us 23 cents a pound. Two
months ago they were 40 cents. Prime
sirloin steaks are selling 30 to 35 cents a

pound. Potatoes are going at $1130 a

bushel, nnd with the exception of celery
other vegetables have taken correspondingdrops.

SINGER CO. TO RESUME
ON S DAY WEEK BASIS

Sewing Machine Concern to
Abolish Bonus.

The Singer Sewing Machine Company
factory at Elizabeth, N. J., which has
been shut down for two weeks, will re-

sume operation to-day. but on a shorter
working schedule. Previous to the layIoff employes worked on a nine hour day,
.six day week basis, and were awarded
a bonus of 10 per cent, for putting in a

full week.
Under the now arrangement the to

per cent, working bonus will be dlseon:tinned and the factory will operate eight
hours a day, five days a week only.

WILSON* RECEIVES ENVOYS.

Washinoton. Jan. 5..President Wil|son received to-day the Minister from
Czecho-Slovakia, Bedrlck Stepar.ek, and
the Minister from Nicaragua. Don AlejandroCesar. They were presented by
Acting Secretary Davis of the State Department.
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Special Despatch to Tub Nbw Yobk Hbbald.
I^exinotok, Ky., Jan. 5..Friday will af
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burley tobacco growers' problems, th

Either the present crop will l>e with- V

drawn from the markets, pooled anil (n
held for a rise In prices, with bankers la
over the State lending the money for th
financing, or the present crop will be .

thrown back on the sales floors to bring «

what it will.
Two meetings. Independent of each

other, have been called In Lexington for
Friday and the two bodies are already
in conflict. The warehouse, planters and
financial Interests have been called to
confer on the present crop conditions
at 2 o'clock In the afternoon. At this
meeting the fate of the 1920 crop will
he decided.
N At 10 A. M., at a State convention
called for the largest theatre in the city,
will begin the movement for a i-oniplete
cutout of the crop this year, which would
leave the 300.000,000 pounds now hung
up as the only white burley tobacco out-
side the possession of the'manufacturers
Ari otllclal of the Fourth District Federal
Reserve Hard;, with which the eastern
half of Kentucky Is affiliated, will be re-

guested to attend the afternoon meeting
to give advice and let it be known, it'
possible, if any help can be obtained
from the Government.
Bankers In this section are ready to

do what they can to aid the growers, be-
cause so much of the business Interest
of the State depends 011 tobacco. The I
Burley Tobacco CJrowcrB AsBociatlon as lm
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i organization la strongly against u

ovement to cut out the crop this year.
:cording to a statement Issued to-day |
: John W. Newman, the president He
tints out that the association was orinlzedon a non-cutout basis and that
le body will not be officially repreintedat Friday's convention of grow s.lie said, however, that any nicrn;rsof the ^association have the right
Join a cvltout movement if they dereSome of the leading growers of

ie State are demanding a cutout.
Foully 10.000 went on record to-day
>r not producing a leaf of tobacco this
;ar.
The movement against selling at
esent prices was renewed to-day, when
te scheduled openings ill uarronion,
arrodsburg, Lebanon and Klemingsjrgwere postponed Indefinitely. There
as no violence, but the growers said
ley would not accept the figures bid.
anville closed Its market to-day, while
lchmond and Shelbyvllle held sules.
The Louisville market remains open,
It Is conducted the year round. No

her light leaf sales will be held before
xt Tuesday. In Western Kentucky
,e price for dark tobacco, a heavier
lallty than that produced In the Blue
rass section, Is lower than for years,
it the price has improved within the
st few weeks. A pooling movement In
at district failed two weeks ago.
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